
Is There Life after Death? 

The Bible says that there is a glorious life after death: “no one 
can imagine what God has prepared for those who love him.” 
(See 1st Corinthians 2:9) 

Jesus (who was God, who took on human form), came to offer us 
this gift of eternal life. He paid a death penalty for our sins. He 
proved that He is God, by rising from the grave, after dying from 
crucifixion. He was seen by hundreds of people for weeks, and 
then went up to heaven in front of eyewitnesses.  

His living again is proof that we, too, can be ‘resurrected’ – and 
live again after we die (1 Corinthians 6:14).  

Yes, all people will be resurrected, but not all will go to heaven. 
Each person makes a choice in this life, which determines his or 
her eternal destination.  

Those who accept Jesus as Savior will go to heaven. Those who reject 
Him will go to hell and be tormented forever (Matthew 25:46 and 
Revelation 20:10). Making no choice is choosing to reject Jesus.  

God wants every person to come to heaven, but won’t force us; if we reject 
Him, He accepts our decision to live apart from him, eternally.  
Jesus said, “He who believes in me will never die.” (John 11:26). And Jesus doesn’t lie. 

What happens after death? 
Some think that people “sleep” until a later judgment, after which each is 
sent to heaven or hell. Others believe that people are instantly judged and 
sent to heaven or hell. Some say people’s spirits go to a temporary heaven 
or hell for later judgment and are then sent to heaven or hell.  

 But the Bible says that, at death, the spirit goes to heaven of each one who, 
before dying, had accepted Jesus as their savior. For them, death is being “away from the body 
and … with the Lord” (2nd Corinthians 5:6-8).  

In 1st Corinthians 15:50-54 and 1st Thessalonians 4:13-17, God says that such believers will later 
be resurrected and receive new bodies. Their physical bodies stay in the grave “sleeping” until a 
future resurrection when their bodies are “glorified” (made supernatural like Christ), and reunited 
with each individual’s spirit. Believers then have a glorified body-spirit for eternity (Rev 21-22). 

But for those who choose to reject Jesus as God and Savior, death means everlasting hell. Luke 
16:22-23 describes a man being tormented immediately after death, and while unbelievers aren’t 
instantly sent to the final hell, their immediate fate after death is bad; the unbelieving man cried 
out, “I am in agony in this fire” (Luke 16:24). 

Such unbelievers will eventually be sent to the lake of fire (Revelation 20:11-15). Thus, heaven or 
hell is the final and eternal destination for each person, based entirely on whether or not he or she 



trusted Jesus alone for salvation: “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not 
obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.” (John 3:36) 

The Afterlife Expert 
All credible scholars agree that Jesus lived, taught, and did miracles. They agree that He was 
crucified and seen alive again by hundreds of people. Jesus was the only person who lived again 
after death - which makes him the only authority on the following: 

1. There is an afterlife. In Mark 12:26-27, Jesus saw those who had died centuries before
were alive with God. He comforts people with assurance of future life (John 14:1-4).

2. When a person dies, he/she goes to one of two different eternities:
“Unbelievers go to eternal punishment, the righteous to eternal life.” (Matthew 25:46)
     There’s no second chance, no place to purge our sins; there is no ‘purgatory:’ 
“People are destined to die once, and after that to face judgment.” (Hebrews 9:27) 

3. Believers are assured of going to heaven after death. “..whoever believes in Jesus will
have eternal life.” (John 3:14-18).

What happens at the final judgment? 
Believers in Jesus will be judged at the “judgment seat of Christ” (Romans 14:10) for what they did 
in life. They’ll be rewarded for any good that they did, using their abilities, resources and opportun-
ities. They won’t be punished for what that they failed to do; Jesus paid for those sins and failures. 

What is the “second death?” 
Second death is often mentioned in the book of Revelation, the last book of the New Testament. 
Second death means being put into the lake of fire – it’s a “death” in that it is complete separation 
from God, the only Giver of life. It’s the “second” death because it follows the first, physical death. 
Second death is for those who reject Christ. It’s not something that believers in Jesus need fear. 

Reincarnation 
Hinduism and Buddhism teach that there can be reincarnation: multiple rebirths on earth. But the 
Bible says “People are destined to die once, and after that face judgment.”(Hebrews 9:27). People 
are born physically only once and die only once -- even if briefly revived for a time.     

Jesus said we can be “born again,” (John 3) but His message of spiritual regeneration is very 
different from reincarnation – which is supposedly rebirth until a person improves his or her 
standard of goodness (karma), enough to enter Paradise.  

In contrast, being “born again” means that by trusting in Jesus alone for payment of our sins and 
entry into heaven, we have immediate access to eternal life even after our one-time physical death 
- not because we are good enough, but because we accepted Jesus’s payment for all our sin.
(Ephesians 1: 1-14).

Some say that Jeremiah 1:5 hints at reincarnation, where God says, “Before I formed you in the 
womb, I knew you.” But this isn’t describing reincarnation; it means that before Jeremiah was born, 
God had a plan for his life. Psalm 139 also states this. Don’t believe the lie of reincarnation; those 
who did are in hell. 
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